This issue contains a selection of research articles on different topics in optimization. Most of them were presented at the conference Paths, Pivots, and Practice: The Power of Optimization that took place from 11 to 13 June, 2015, and was hosted by the Groupe d'Études et de Recherche en Analyse des Décisions (GERAD), Montréal, Québec, Canada. The conference was held in honour of Professor Tamás Terlaky on the occasion of his 60th birthday.
Tamás Terlaky was born in 1955 in Kaposvár, Hungary, a son of József Terlaky and Edit Kishonti. His childhood years were spent in Kaposvár. Tamás scored at the top level in several mathematics and physics competitions for high school and university students in Hungary. His early awards include the First Prize in the national KöMal contest run by the Hungarian mathematics journal for high school students in 1972/73. As a result of these successes, Tamás was admitted to Eötvös Loránd University in Budapest in 1973, where In 2008 Tamás moved to Lehigh University, U.S.A., as Chair of the Department of Industrial and Systems Engineering, as well as the holder of the George N. and Soteria Kledaras Endowed Chair. As Chair at Lehigh University, he remarkably boosted the department on all key levels: enrolment, hiring, funding, curriculum, visibility, and research output. Tamás is a highly inspirational and skilled motivator. Tamás's research interests are in high performance optimization methods, optimization modelling, and optimization problems in the engineering sciences. He is the author of more than 200 research papers, many of which are highly cited. He wrote the seminal books Interior Point Approach to Linear Optimization: Theory and Algorithms (with Kees Roos and JeanPhilippe Vial) and Self-Regularity: A New Paradigm for Primal-Dual Interior Point Methods (with Jiming Peng and Kees Roos). These two monographs bring the reader to the frontiers of research in interior point methods.
Tamás has always been interested in teaching, which he finds very rewarding. He has graduated more than 20 Ph.D. students, and supervised more than 12 postdoctoral fellows. His former students are professors in Hungary, the Netherlands, Belgium, Iran, Canada, and the USA, and senior researchers work at leading companies such as IBM, SAS, Capital One, and JP Morgan.
Tamás's work and career were influenced by a number of great colleagues and friends, including Emil Klafszky, Komei Fukuda, Kees Roos, Jean-Philippe Vial, Michael J. Todd, and Henry Wolkowicz. He has always enjoyed travelling, often accompanied by his lovely wife Gabriella. Their son Viktor earned a Ph.D. in sedimental geology from the University of Ottawa, and works as Senior Geologist for the Geological Survey of the Northwest Territories of Canada.
We are delighted to dedicate this issue to our friend and mentor, in recognition of his highly successful career and his important contributions to the field of mathematical optimization.
